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delight in this concert, and a royal edict takes these fowls under, its special pro-
tection. Wild boars come next on the list. Herds of these animals make great
ravages in our oasis ; but hunting them has no great attractions for the sports-
man, as he may always shoot one or two by merely watching for them at night in
the verandah of his bungalow. Immense herds of antelopes are to Jbe found on
the neighbouring plains, and gazelles and spotted deer abound in the ravines of
the desert. Game of this sort is, in fact, so abundant that one soon wearies of
sport. The only amusement left us, therefore, was to go in search of tigers and
panthers, which are still pretty numerous in the gorges "of the Kalikho Mountains.
Jeypore is a perfect paradise to the sportsman newly arrived from Eurcspe, for he
finds there every variety of game, and can acquire great renown and glory with
very little trouble. Towards the end of the monsoon a sort of wood-pigeon is
found in the environs of the town, very large, with green plumage, which the
Indians call ariel. These pigeons are very good eating, and furnish sport also,
for the moment they see the sportsman they remain perfectly motionless, and it
requires a practised eye to detect them amidst the green leaves of the peepul-
trees, which they generally frequent.

Besides hunting and shooting excursions, we had for our diversion the perfor-
mances of innumerable jugglers, who await at Jeypore the cessation of the rains,
to start afresh on their wandering life, which had been interrupted by the impass-
able condition of the roads. Most of these jugglers, such as the serpent-charmers,
acrobats, &c., are the same as are to be met with all over India, and have tfeen
described by every traveller; but there are also some peculiar to this country, and
they deserve a short notice. The most remarkable are those who perform tricks
with swords, knives, &c., on the top of a mast or pole. The most curious part of
the performance is the manner in which they fix the pole into the sand. They
merely support it by four ropes, the ends of which are simply put into a hole; a
man then pours some water on the hole, and stamps it well down; and, in the
twinkling of an eye, the mast with its yard-arm is so firmly fixed that two
or three men can shake it vigorously without loosening the ropes. I will say
nothing of the extraordinary agility with which they handle their sharp swords,
or the astonishing contortions they put themselves into, for these have often been
described.

The most curious tricks are those executed by little girls who, nearly naked,
roll themselves into balls, bend themselves back, and pick up with their eyes two
straws stuck into the ground, thread a needle with their toes, their eyes being
bandaged, and go through an amount of dislocation which is quite bewildering.
When they are made to lift weights by their eyes, however, the spectacle becomes
cruel and repulsive. A metal button is placed under each eyelid, in such a
manner as to adhere to the very pupils of the eyes; and to these buttons strings
are attached, connected with weights, sometimes very heavy, which the child lifts
ia this way some little height from the ground, without using her haucls. If the
trick lasts a minute tears may be seen running down the strings. It ia a horrid
sight!

The same motive which draws the jugglers to Jeypore at this season brings
also religious mendicants of all sorts, each of whom has his special vocation. One
excites the pity of the public by showing himself in the streets entirely naked, or
covered only with a coating of ashes j another shows proudly his arm, which sticks